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EXCURSION — BLACK CREEK NATURE CONSERVATION RESERVE & ST 
ANDREW'S BLOCK ; 
LEADERS: DENIS & ELIZABETH THURGOOD 


Examining the pasture. 


Sixteen members gathered on a hot, baking day and set out together for Skipton as pre- 
arranged. We met Pat Gabb, part of the family of James Oddie "the father of Ballarat" and 
whose family have been landholders in the district for over 100 years. Also her friend Janet 
Jackson who farms and lectures in environmental science assisted, together with her young 
children. Pat made plain to us in an introductory talk how gradually some land use is 
changing from grazing by stock to the ideal of conservation of flora and fauna to fit in with 
today's world thinking. “ 

It was here at Black's Creek Nature Conservation Reserve we fell in behind our designated 
leaders for the outing, Denis and Elizabeth having made their way directly from Beaufort. 
The 500 acre paddock we were in, Pat explained, was acquired from her family by the 
Crown. 


A herd of kangaroos bounded out of sight over a crest on the horizon in the effortless 
mode of locomotion with which Nature has endowed them. As we looked diagonally 
across this paddock any number of pasture species were identified. This paddock was 
covered basically in a luxuriant stand of kangaroo and wallaby grass Themedia and Dan- 
thonia sp. It had not even been fertilised, mown or ploughed but had been burnt and 
ripped for rabbits. 


Delving a little closer into the expanse these species were wild South African Hair-grass 
Aira sp., Oxalis sp., Sheep's Burr Acaena echinata, Spear Grass (of which there are doz- 
ens of species), Geranium sp., Blue Devil Eryngium ovinum, Poison lobelia Lobelia pra- 
tioides, Pink Bindweed Convolvulus erubescens, Cut-leaf Goodenia Goodenia pinnatifida, 
Scaly Buttons Leptorhynchos squamatus, Corkscrew Grass Austrostipa sp., Native Rush 
Juncus sp. 


Across the paddock was Black's Creek, fenced off where Pat had planted trees prior to 
fencing — only a quarter of them had survived thanks to sheep grazing. The best sheep on 
, the farm had been 
raised on this pad- 
dock. In the creek bed 
ere Water Cress 
Nasturtium officinale, 
‘Vetch Vicia sativa, 
.Tall Sedge Carex 
appressa. Riparian 
species encountered 
(were Tree Violet 
Hymenanthera  den- 
tata, Native Sweet 
Hound's- - 


Tongue Cynoglossum 
_ suaveolens, and the 
delicate common 
a te p83 te REN fo bono ATOR: sae eR GA a . . 
r Maidenhair Fern 
Boulders in Black Creek iia cee 
picum in the creek bed (favoured by sunny mornings and shady afternoons). 


Tumbled boulders of basalt along the sides of the creek led some members to wonder 
whether the valley was the result of a collapsed lava flow, or, judging by the meanders of 
the present creek, simply an eroded lava flow which had followed the course of a pre- 
existing river valley. 

A fox was flushed from its den and a rabbit scurried off. A flock of Goldfinches and a 
small party of Yellow-rumped Thornbills were noted and a damaged nest of a pair of the 
latter was found on a Tree Violet bush. Wattle Mat-rush Lomandra filiformis was seen and 
a rather healthy specimen of the endangered Anchor Plant Discaria pubescens was found. 
Pale Everlasting Daisy Helichrysum aff. rutidolepis and the ubiquitous pest species Cape- 
weed Arctotheca calendula with "daisy chain" flowers and Common Wheatgrass Elymus 
scaber var. scaber occurred. i 


We headed north along Stockyard Hill Road stopping four times for various landmarks 
and further botanical specimens Plantain Plantago sp., Black Anther Flax Lily Dianella 


revoluta. We passed through the locality of Stockyard Hill where the American entrepre- 
neur Freeman Cobb and subsequently his like-minded venturers had left their mark on the 
Australian environment with a staging post now half in ruins. Stockyard Hill is the rim of 
shallow volcanic crater known as a maar, created when lava erupted through wet sediments 
(like Lake Learmonth). 


One landmark was a bridge built before 1863, the year the Shire was declared. It was built 
of shale and sandstone and wooden planks, but long bypassed by the present road. More 
built to last is a Presbyterian church standing independently and alone to serve the spiritual 
needs of pioneers. Another landmark — a road cutting - the western face was covered in 
Matted Bush-pea Pultanaea pedunculata - hanging like ivy on a building. 


At "The Oak" — home of Denis & Elizabeth — we 
had lunch and observed Superb Fairy Wrens, 
New Holland Honeyeaters and heard Striated 
Pardalotes calling, all in the garden environment. 


The next stop was not as pretty — a dam carved 
into the bush by food giant McCains to store 
potato waste, installed when these people built in 
Ballarat in the early 1970's. The Shire of Ripon 
was told a feedlot would follow. By 1975 local 
people were concerned by the odour and asked 
what they could do about it. The EPA appeared 
to be not doing its job and residents pressured 
the EPA: a hearing was granted in Ballarat and 
McCains used top lawyers but to no avail. An on 
-site inspection ensued and the whole unpleasant 
facility stank — no more convincing needed and 
McCains built a waste processing plant in Bal- 
larat, having stopped dumping here in 1979. The 
feedlot was not even built. 


The dam today has a remnant pond of dark 
brown stained water surrounded by a luxuriant 
stand of weeds. I am told that on bad days if the 
wind is in the right direction there is still a real 
whiff. McCains at their peak had five or six 40- 
ton trucks per day dumping waste at the concrete 
spillway. I am told also that birds today avoid this area, not unexpectedly. 


Diuris sulphurea 


At our last stop on the track on the way out of this tainted marginalised country ( I hope 
one might not still underestimate the recuperative powers of nature) we saw a haze of blue 
Chocolate Lilies Arthropodium strictum, Rice flowers Pimelea humilis, Tiger Orchids Di- 
uris sulphurea, Bearded Heath Leucopogon virgatus var.virgatus, and Common Everlast- 
ing Daisy Chrysocephalum apiculatum. Brown Tree-creeper and Rufous Whistler were 
heard. Peter Dalman thanked Denis and Elizabeth for their organisation and a most instruc- 
tive day. * 


Tony Johns 
Photos - Carol Hall. 


PEA FAMILY WORKSHOP: JOHN GREGURKE 


The room for the November meeting looked different 
with two rows of tables and chairs ready for members 
and a collection of numbered specimens occupying tables 
on the side. Club member John Gregurke had everything 
a set for the workshop on FABACEAE, the pea family. 
' Dillwynia glaberrima - John began the workshop with some information includ- 
Smooth Parrrot pea. ing that earlier the family had been referred to as Legumi- 
nosae and Papilionaceae. The latter name from the latin 
word for butterfly. Within FABACEAE there are 500 genera and 12,000 species world 
wide making it one of the largest families of flowering plants. Australia has 140 genera, 
1200 species; Victoria: 49 genera and the Ballarat area 25 genera. Interestingly the figures 
have changed over time with an older publication giving the number of genera for Victoria 
as 40 and Roger Thomas in the Ballarat Courier in 1990 indicating there were 20 “egg and 
bacon” species within 30km of Ballarat. 


-— 


The nitrogen fixing ability of the family and its importance as green manure and as a food 
source was explained. Members of the family can be rich in protein with humans using 
peas, beans and lentils while animals are fed on clover, medics and grain legumes like 
lupins. Pea plants are used as ornamentals like kennedia, sweet peas, lupins and harden- 
bergia violacea; however some are considered weeds like gorse, broom and camel thorn 
which is a state prohibited weed in north Victoria. 


To understand the nature of the family, flower characteristics were described. Pea flowers 
are described as zygomorphic meaning that there is only one axis of symmetry down the 
middle, unlike a daisy which has many axes of symmetry. The calyx is made up of fused 
sepals with 5 lobes, the corolla has 5 petals comprising a standard with two wings and two 
smaller petals fused to form a keel. The ten stamens may be fused into a tube, have 9 fused 
and one free or all ten free and this is diagnostic. The explanation was accompanied by 
pictures to make understanding clear. 


The importance of the stipule, a small appendage at the base of leaves and the bracteole, a 
small bract on pedicel (flower stalk) or calyx was explained and look-a-likes were dis- 
cussed including Myrtle-leaf Milkwort and Love Creeper. Pictures of specific examples 
were shown and explained. 


All of this led to the hard part. The side table had seven numbered specimens that had 
been collected over the preceding month and stored in the family refrigerator. A key cre- 
ated by Ron Hateley in 1995 was provided and the task was to use the key to identify the 
plants so members armed with magnifying glasses proceeded to try their skill at this inter- 
esting but challenging task. It was enjoyable but not possible to get through all the speci- 
mens before John called a halt and explained how the identification sequence for each 
plant should have proceeded. 


The book “Field Guide to Native Pea Flowers of Victoria and Southern Australia by Doro- 
thy Woolcock was recommended as a reference. 


John must have spent a considerable time preparing the presentation and collecting and 
storing specimens for this educational and interesting evening which was well received by 
members. ‘Thanks also to Elaine for surrendering part of the kitchen refrigerator so we had 
something to identify. 

Peter Dalman 


wv SOUTH EAST AUSTRALIAN NATURALISTS' 
ASSOCIATION INC 


AUTUMN CAmpP 2010 


FRIDAY 19 — MONDAY 22 MARCH 2010 
HOSTED BY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INC. 


The Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat invites you to attend the SEANA Autumn Camp 
which will be based at Pax Hill Activity and Conference Centre (Scout Camp), 450 
Spencer Street, Ballarat East, at the corner of Spencer and Fussell Street, 5km southeast of 
the city centre. 


Program 


Friday 19 March 

Registration from 4.30pm onwards at Pax Hill. 

Tea and coffee will be available at Pax Hill all weekend. BYO mug please. 
Evening meal — make your own arrangements. 


7pm Welcome in dining room followed by an introduction to the local flora and fauna by 
FNCB members. 


Copies of Wattles of Ballarat recently published by FNCB will be available to purchase at 

$12. 

Saturday 20 March 

Meet at Pax Hill for half and full day excursions. 

Morning excursions will leave at 9am and afternoon excursions will leave at 1.30pm 

Dinner at 6.30pm?? 

7.30pm SEANA AGM and General meeting including a time to discuss what is happening 

at your club and the future role of SEANA. 

Sunday 21 March 

Meet at Pax Hill for half and full day excursions as for Saturday. 

Dinner at 6.30pm?? for those staying until Monday. 

7.30 pm Guest speaker, Ern Perkins, Castlemaine FNC and Australian Natural History 

Medallion winner in 2008 will speak on “Monitoring Change in Natural Ecosystems”. 

Monday 22 March 

The excursion program will continue on Monday morning for those able to stay. 

Depart for home after lunch. 

Depending on seasonal conditions, excursions are planned to include geology, mining 

history, grasslands, bushland, Lake Wendouree (wet or dry) and what ever else is 

interesting. = 

Mark these dates in your dairy NOW so you can be part of this 
exciting weekend. 


FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING - 6TH NOVEMBER 2009. 


1 Opening and Apologies. 

The President, Peter Dalman, opened the meeting and welcomed 23 members and 
visitors. 

Apologies were received from Genni Binns, Claire Dalman and Kay Crawford. 
The apologies were accepted on the motion of Fran Hanrahan, seconded Peter 
Billing. 


2 Minutes of August meeting 
Accepted on the motion of John Gregurke, seconded: Les Hanrahan 


4 Correspondence. 
IN: 
e Field Naturalists Club of Victoria: Field Nats News, November 2009; Invitation to 
ANH Medallion award to Prof Richard Shine, 6.30pm, 9 November at FNCV Hall, 
Blackburn. 
Geelong FNC: Geelong Naturalist, October & November 2009 
Bendigo FNC: Whirrakee, October & November 2009. 
Threatened Bird Network: Volunteer, October 2009 
Australian Platypus Conservancy: Water rat survey. 
Cave Hill Creek: $200 donation. 
Chinchilla FNC: ANN 2010 second circular. 
Bendigo Bank: Statements. 
APS Ballarat: Book Payment $63. 
Trust for Nature: Annual Subscription $50 due. 
Er Perkins: Willing to speak on monitoring change at SEANA Autumn Camp 2010. 
City of Warrnambool: The Art of Natural History. 
OUT: 
e Environment Victoria: Support for Community Response to Victorian Government 
Climate Change green paper. 
e Australian Platypus Conservancy: Request for details of survey methods. 
Val Hocking: Sympathy on death of mother. 
Moved: Bill Murphy; Seconded: Elizabeth Thurgood. Carried. 
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5 Business Arising from Correspondence 
That Trust for Nature annual subscription of $50 be paid. 
Moved Greg Binns, seconded Gavin Cerini. Carried. 


6 Reports 

Treasurer's Report: Opening balance: $6320.43; Income: $365.85; Expenses: 
$26.80; Closing Balance: $6659.48. 

Received on the motion of Les Hanrahan, seconded John Morrish. 


Birds Australia: Greg Binns reported that BA has identified over 300 Important 
Bird Area throughout Australia. 


7 General Business 

Syllabus 2010-2011: That no meeting will be held in September due to many 
members attending ANN 2010 at Chinchilla. 

Moved: Nina Netherway, seconded: Carol Hall. Carried. 

Mid-month excursion: Wednesday 18 November to Mt Beckworth. 

Tony Johns volunteered to write excursion report. 


Show and Tell: 

John Gregurke showed a subterranean clover plant which was flowering and set- 
ting seed. The flower stem elongates and buries the seed under the ground. Hence 
the name subterranean clover. 


8 Field Reports 

e Carol Hall: Chiltern Mt Pilot area was rich in bird song during a late October 
visit. Pair of Brolga with on chick in captivity at Serendip. 

e Denis Thurgood: Pair of Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo crashed into kitchen win- 
dow at Beaufort. One bird killed, the other was stunned but recovered. Four 
clutches of Wood Duck around dam. 

e John Mildren: Flock of Black-tailed Native-hen scattered into Water Ribbons 
when Swamp Harrier flew over at Windmill Drive, Lake Wendouree. Young 
Welcome Swallows near yacht club. 

¢ John Petheram: Large patch of Yam Daisy in protected area under trees on 
Alkiera Rd, Little Bendigo. 

e Paul Norquay: Migration of worms down hill as soil dries has been observed 
for the third year in a row at Mt Egerton. Last year 3kg of worm were col- 
lected and placed in garden. 

¢ Helen Burgess: 30 snails in a clump at Ballarat North. After being squashed 
birds ate the snails. 

¢ Peter Dalman: White-necked Heron feeding on yabby at dam in Branchline 
Court, Miners Rest. 


9 Excursion Arrangements: 

Sunday 8 November to Beaufort area; leaving at 9.30 am from Ballarat Horticul- 
ture Centre; Leaders: Elizabeth and Denis Thurgood. Meet at 10.15am on Carng- 
ham — Streatham Rd west of Stockyard Hill Rd. 


10 Syllabus Item: John Gregurke “Family Fabaceae: Peas workshop”. John 
gave a brief outline of the floral structure and other features used to identify spe- 
cies of the pea family. Members then used a key to identify some of the local 
“egg and bacon” peas. Peter Dalman thanked John and presented him with a gift. 


11 Supper 


CALENDAR 2009/10 


DECEMBER 


4 Club Meeting - Matt Gibson, Centre for Environmental 
Management, University of Ballarat. “Nanya” - University of 
Ballarat’s SW New South Wales Research Station 


Sun 6 Excursion - Enfield - Bill Murphy 


Sun 13 Christmas Break-up at Fran Hanrahan’s, 
Bring a salad or sweet to share. Bring your own cold meat 
(no BBQ this year), plates and cutlery, drinks and glass, chair. 


bs ene : 24 it, i ; 
10 i 28 Vee Madd Blleblad - 1.00. 
Jan 26 Tues Committee Meeting - 7.30pm at 5 Elizabeth St, Wendouree 
FEBRUARY 
Fri 5 Club Meeting - Dr Fran Hanrahan. What rock is that? 


Sun 7 Excursion to Western Treatment Plant, Werribee. Add your name to list 
at December meeting or contact Carol Hall before Friday 30 January if you 
wish to attend. Numbers will be limited. 


We wish all members a joyous Christmas and a very happy 


New Year. 
Committee 
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Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:-John Gregurke, 
Editor: Nina Netherway, 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Community>Local Clubs> Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 254 
F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 
254 F8) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 
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